
10 Great  Jobs  to  Have This  Summer 
by Rachel Zupek, CareerBuilder.com writer 
 

1. Amusement park worker 

Just a few of the positions that need to be filled include 
performers, ride operators, customer service, mascots, game 

workers and food staff. (Did I mention the discounts on entry 
and funnel cakes?) 
 

2. Bartender 

Bartenders make great money and keep busy serving up 

many a cold beverage to college students and workers taking 
a load off. 
 

3. Catering helper 

The scheduling for a gig like this is ideal: You're able to work 
a certain amount of events per week, for a few hours at a 

time and at a great hourly rate. 
 

4. Construction worker  

There are more than a few upsides to performing physically 
demanding work all summer long. The first few that come to mind are killer muscles, rewarding 

work and a great tan. 
 

5. Day-camp counselor 

Rise and shine! It's true that your days of sleeping in will be short-lived as a camp counselor, but 
working with kids is never short of pure entertainment and you'll enjoy organizing group activities, 

like crafts or outings to the pool. Plus, you'll get evenings and weekends off. 
 

6. Executive assistant 

Although you'll have to trade your bikini for office attire, the chances of finding administrative work 

are in your favor during the summer. As employees take summer vacation, many companies bring on 

extra staff to cover their projects. Plus, getting your foot in the door by helping companies tackle 
projects will do only good things for your résumé.  
 

7. Lifeguard  

If you can't beat 'em, join 'em. That is, if you can't afford to spend your days poolside for the fun of it, 
soak up some rays and get paid for it by keeping tabs on swimmers from your guard chair.  
 

8. Resort desk clerk 

Every resort vacationer is looking for a little R and R, so you'll work to ensure guest's needs are met. 

On your downtime, you can spend your time enjoying some of the luxuries of the resort yourself. 
 

9. Tour guide  

You can find a job leading boat tours, bus tours, architecture tours, haunted mansion tours, museum 

tours... the list goes on. This summer gig is a great to way to learn more about the city in which you 

live and get paid doing it. 
 

10. Valet parking attendant 

From hotels to restaurants to concert venues to weddings, you can earn some serious cash in tips 

from generous patrons at any given place. And depending on the venue, chances are you'll probably 
get to see some pretty cool stuff -- and drive some pretty sweet cars -- in the meantime. 
 

Rachel Zupek is a writer and blogger for CareerBuilder.com and its job blog, The Work Buzz. (www.theworkbuzz.com). Article 
used with permission from CareerBuilder.com. 
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2009 

Get in touch with the Career 

Planning and Counseling Center  
 

Office Hours:  

Monday - Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
 

Location:  

AC1152, Gresham Campus 

26000 SE Stark St. |  Gresham, OR 97030 
 

Phone: 

503.491.7432 
 

Email (for general information only): 

mhcareer@mhcc.edu 
 

Website: 

www.mhcc.edu/careercenter 

Student Success Seminars  
to help you survive the  job market and finals week 

 
 

Green Careers 
Wednesday, May 13 
Noon - 1 p.m. in the Career Center 
 
 

Effective Interviewing 
Tuesday, May 19 

Noon - 1 p.m. in the Career Center 
 
 

Coping with Stress 
Thursday, May 28 
Noon - 1 p.m. in the Career Center 
 
 

Understanding Test Anxiety 
TWO SESSIONS AVAILABLE!  

Tuesday, June 2 and Thursday, June 4 
Noon - 1 p.m. in classroom AC1266 

 

Career Planning and 

Counseling Center  

Events Calendar 



Understanding Job 

Search Determination  

vs. Desperation  
by Brad Karsh, Yahoo Hot Jobs 

 

Let's be honest. You 

need a job -- badly. You 
have mortgage 

payments, a family to 
feed, and an incurable 
affinity for Gucci. Even 

though that may be your personal 
situation, don't give off the air of 
absolute desperation when you're 

networking and connecting with old 
colleagues. 

I have job seekers who have come to me 
and said, "Brad, I'll take ANY job you 

have. I just need SOMETHING. I don't 
care what it is." 

To be honest, no one you're networking 
with wants to hear that -- even if it is 

true. I equate it to dating.  

Position your inner desperation as 
determination and flexibility. For 
example: 

"Right now, I'm looking for something in 
account management. I was a VP/Director in 

Chicago at my old company, but given the 
market, I'm fairly flexible in terms of title and 
location. For me what's important is finding a 
good fit in terms of company and culture. I'm 

confident that if I get my foot in the door I can 
prove myself on the job." 

Sounds a bit better. 

I know it's not easy out there right now. 

Work hard and work smart, and good 

things should come. Good luck. 

You can read the full article òHow Do You 

Make the Most Out of Networking?ó online at 

hotjobs.yahoo.com/career-experts. Excerpted 

with permission from the author. 

Brad Karsh is president of JobBound 

(www.jobbound.com), a career consulting and 

resume writing firm. One of the nation's leading 

job search experts, Brad Karsh is author of 

"How To Say It on Your Resume." 

What if someone came up to 

you and said, "I'll date 

ANYONE out there. I just 

need SOMEONE to go out 

with. Do you want to go out 

on a date?" I think you may 

be a bit turned off. 

2ÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÄÁÙ ÁÎÄ ÁÇÅȟ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÁÎÃÅ ÁÔ Á ȬÆÉÒÓÔ ÉÍÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎȭ ÍÉÇÈÔ ÂÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÍ ÏÆ ÁÎ 
email. Follow these simple tips to stand out in the crowd of online job applicants! 
 

1) Email address 
Before you even consider sending an inquiry or resume via email to an employer, ask yourself if 

your email address is job search appropriate. Which list looks more professional? 
 
 
 
 
It takes less than 15 minutes to set up a free Gmail, Hotmail, or Yahoo email address. Be sure you are 
projecting a more professional image with something as simple as your email alias. 
 

2) Email Subject Lines 
$Ï ÎÏÔ ÌÅÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ Ȭ3ÕÂÊÅÃÔȭ ÌÉÎÅ ÂÌÁÎËȢ 5ÓÅ Á ÂÒÉÅÆ ÂÕÔ ÃÏÎÃÉÓÅ ÓÔÁÔÅÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 3ÕÂÊÅÃÔ ÌÉÎÅȟ ÓÕÃÈ 
ÁÓȟ Ȱͼ!ÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÇÒÁÐÈÉÃ ÄÅÓÉÇÎÅÒ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ ÌÉÓÔÉÎÇ ΪΦ'ΣΣͼȟ ͼ&ÏÌÌÏ×-up to our meeting of 
-ÁÒÃÈ Χ ÁÔ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅ ÊÏÂ ÆÁÉÒȢȱ  .ÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÄÏÅÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÇÉÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÃÉÐÉÅÎÔ Á ÖÉÓÕÁÌ ÃÌÕÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÅÍÁÉÌȟ ÉÔ 
also helps prevent your email from getting lost in the vacuum of spam filters.  Also, subject lines 
ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ͼÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÒÅÁÄ ÔÈÉÓͼ ÁÎÄ ͼÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎͼ ÁÎÄ ͼÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÁÔÉÏÎȟȱ ÁÒÅ ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇÌÅÓÓȢ 
 

3) Greetings and Signatures 
7ÒÉÔÅ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ ÅÍÁÉÌÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ×ÁÙ ÙÏÕȭÄ ×ÒÉÔÅ Á ÌÅÔÔÅÒȢ 3ÔÁÒÔ ÏÕÔ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÇÒÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ 
Ȱ$ÅÁÒȱȟ ÏÒ Ȱ(ÅÌÌÏȱȟ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÄ ÅÁÃÈ ÅÍÁÉÌ ÙÏÕ ÓÅÎÄ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌ ÓÉÇÎÁÔÕÒÅȢ %ØÁÍÐÌÅÓȡ 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

4) Content 
-ÁËÅ ÓÕÒÅ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÓÐÅÌÌÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÃÉÐÉÅÎÔȭÓ ÎÁÍÅ ÃÏÒÒÅÃÔÌÙȦ  

Check your emails for spelling and grammatical errors. 

Type in complete sentences. Use line breaks to create new paragraphs. 

"Å ÂÒÉÅÆ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÏÒÏÕÇÈȢ $ÏÎȭÔ ×ÒÉÔÅ Á ÎÏÖÅÌȟ ÂÕÔ ÄÏ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÄÅÔÁÉÌÓ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÔÈÅ 
message across. 

 

5) Follow Instructions 
If an employer asks you to attach a resume and cover letter in MS Word format, then do just 
that. If an employer asks that all cover letters and resumes be mailed to Joe Smith at PO Box 
1234, then ÄÏÎȭÔ ÓÅÎÄ ÉÔ ÖÉÁ ÅÍÁÉÌȢ  )Æ Á ÃÏÍÐÁÎÙȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ ÓÁÙÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏ ÎÏÔ ÁÃÃÅÐÔ ÕÎÓÏÌÉÃÉÔÅÄ 
resumes, then do not ÓÅÎÄ ÔÈÅÍ ÁÎ ÕÎÓÏÌÉÃÉÔÅÄ ÒÅÓÕÍÅȢ 9ÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ 
ÂÏÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÒÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÆÏÌÌÏ× ÉÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎÓȦ 
 

6) Caps Lock 
Do not type in ALL CAPS LOCK. This is the internet equivalent of SHOUTING AT SOMEONE! 
 

7) Acronyms and Slang 
$ÏÎͻÔ ÕÓÅ ÁÃÒÏÎÙÍÓ ɉÌÉËÅ ȬÕȭ ÆÏÒ ȬÙÏÕȭ ÏÒ Ȭ449,ȭ ÆÏÒ ȬÔÁÌË ÔÏ ÙÏÕ ÌÁÔÅÒȭɊ ×ÈÅÎ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÃÁÔÉÎÇ ÂÙ 
email. All your employment-related communications should be as professional (and proofread) 
ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÌÅÔÔÅÒÓ ÙÏÕ ÓÅÎÄ ÏÎ ÐÁÐÅÒȢ !ÌÓÏȟ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÕÓÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÅÔ ÓÌÁÎÇ ÓÐÅÌÌÉÎÇÓ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ȬÔÈÁÔÚ ËÅ×Ìȭ ÏÒ 
Ȭ) ×ÕÚ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÉÎÇȭȢ 
 

8) Fonts and Formatting 
$ÏÎȭÔ ÕÓÅ ÆÁÎÃÙ ÆÏÎÔÓ ÏÒ ÔÙÐÅÆÁÃÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔ ÔÏ ÒÅÁÄȢ $ÏÎȭÔ ÕÓÅ ÂÁÃËÇÒÏÕÎÄ ÃÏÌÏÒÓ ÏÒ 
ÉÍÁÇÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÕÓÅ ÃÒÁÚÙ ÔÅØÔ ÆÏÒÍÁÔÔÉÎÇȦ 3ÏÍÅÔÉÍÅÓ ÉÔ ÍÁËÅÓ ÅÍÁÉÌÓ ÔÁËÅ Á ÌÏÔ ÌÏÎÇÅÒ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 
recipient to load, and even worse- they might come through looking like spam or gibberish! 

 

sexykitty4u@ 
muscleman69@ 
hotmama@ 

or 
Joe.Smith@ 
jsmith@ 
EngineerJoeSmith@ 

 

 

 

Enhance your job search with improved email skills 

Joe Smith 
Graphic Designer 
www.superawesomedesign.com 
phone: 503-123-4567 
fax: 503-123-6789 

or 

Joe Smith 
Marketing Coordinator 
ACME Corporation 
503-123-4567 
PO Box 1234 
Portland, OR 97238 

 

 

http://www.jobbound.com

